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appreciatedby those who took the opportunity in particular the Open Studios and Galleries Bus taursby
Bron Dahlstrom.
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Our June event is our annual Winter Solstice Exhibgialneady showing but the official opening is this coming
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Eventscand Exhibitions

31 May to 27 JuneWinter SolsticeExhibition and Competition at ArtSpace Gallergre information on pag@.
Opening Sunday®BJunec H LIY (2 n LIY XX

B

11¢ 19 June San Remo/Phillip Island Art Trail 20&6nore info on page 7
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ArtSpace Wonthaggi Gallerg 5-7 McBride St, Wonthaggi Vic 3995
www.artspacewonthaggi.com.au


http://www.creativegippsland.com.au/

31 May - 27 June

After our successful Winter Solstice Exhibition last year ArtSpace is again bringing
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from painting and drawing artists of all ages and experience.

The Exhibition starts on Tuesday'day at ArtSpace and our
official opening is this Sunday Bune 2016

Everybody welcome come along and see the wonderful works of local artists

Bob Hickman and Heather Towns
joint winners of the
2015 Winter Solstice
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Featured/Artist Bob iHickiman
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Prior to meeting Bob Hickman | had met [ | WITHO
some amazing artists. And in each o A Ur PASSIO
instance | had tried to do a bit of ND cREI\TE ;
research beforehand. | checked out DO'NG ART
.20Q4& CFOSo622] LI 3 mwmmw
this which was by Jasmine Kay Uy. | BY BEING YOURSF
loved it because it was a representation OTHER PE ;
of the sense of all the artists | had OPLE DEfing
interviewed to this point. Bug then in - AND SAY YOU Wit \.
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the first artist that | have met who can FOLLOW i HEART%
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man of energy and passion who not OVE PEOPLE
only creates his own art in a number of Y|NSPIR|NG TELLYOU
media, but revels in sharing his B GOTHERS EWORLD
creativity with others through regular LETTIN HANGETH
art classes or though day long YOU CANC

workshops.

Bob is a great believer in taking art to the people. No stuffy galleriesaritfiedairs where many are
made to feel that they are not welcome. Instead people should be able to view art in public places o
galleries where people are encouraged to enjoy art. (I do need to put a plug in for ArtSpace here

because he thinks ours is a very welcoming gallery.) And so he puts his sculptures in what others migh

think are surprising places such as at wineries. At Lucinda Estate for example a dozen people last y
bought sculptures after sipping their wine whilst enjoying the scenery

He is frustrated by the barrenness of his closest large town, Leongatha, where as he says if you wan
spanner after 12.30 on a Saturdaforget about it. But then he is used to large vibrant cities. After all
studied for his Diploma of Fine Arts in London before gaining his Honours Degree in the English Mid

He has a strong view that it is artists and artisans that invigorate cities. He points to Fitzroy as an examn
which was quite dead in the 70s which is when the artists moved in and created a wonderful, eclecti¢

environment.
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late 80s on a Thursday, he read the Age on a Saturday and had a job as a screen printer on the nex
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and Fosters. He was responsible for working on thlereed of Fosters Lager when it was seeking to enter
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the agency made a fortune, the beersoldwel y R . 206 6l a4 GKNARff SR G2 a
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Aroundthe same time he started taking photos of the images on a huge camera on essentially railway
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This was a million dollar machine imported from Israel gmiE¢ which revolutionised the printing
industry and rendered other systems obsolete
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Featured/Artist Bob /Hickman

He met his late wife at this time in South Melbourne. (Sadly she has now passed away from breast cance
They met through working for the same company. Whilst this was good in one tvass bad in another

in that when the company went belly upthey both lost their jobg and their superannuation. And so

they decided to move to the country and in 2001 bought their home in Koonwarra. His wife worked as a

typesetter at the Star Newspaper and Bob started teaching at the local Community House and CCG
DALILIE I YRD 'S adFNISR GSFOKAY3a 1AR& 6K2 FTNI VK
streams and so Bob started to teach them that art can give them a purpose. In order to do so he needed
to understand street art to give him credibility. Interestingly it is a theme that he now incorporates in his
paintingsg and people love it enough to purchase.-+-am surprised bycthig then he points out it is his

Melbourne clients that purchase this sort of ariotlocals.
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What the locals do love are his
paintings of old cars and even ice
cream vans. These paintings take you
back to days of innocence. His
paintings sometimes include a Vespa.
Bob has a love hate relationship with
his Vespa which he likens to sitting on
a toilet seat as you have nothing to grip
between your knees. Which is a bit
tricky when the gears seize as they did
l one day on the South Gippy Highway
1 when Bob had it in a state of slow
‘ motion negotiating the scrub on the
\ side of the road to avoid the cars 1
»\ O2YAYy3d UKS 2LJJ2aAuls
‘ of vehicles with classic lines came from
R his father who was always tinkering
| with them and even raced in the
5 Formula V on Phillip Island. His dad
| was a practical man and as Bob grew
| dzld 62t R KAYZX aD2 |y
. his father had known that he had
. actually studied fine art he would have
I N> AESR G KAY adza3es
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I " he was studying the trade of graphic
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stop. He clearly never wants to stop creating or learning. He reaches into a drawer and pulls out some
wood blocks. You can feel his love of the process of making engravings from these pieces of wood. He
lovingly describes the type of wood and the grain to use that makes the best engravings. Beware, he

warns, to remember that it is a reverse image. He has only made that mistake once, called himself an
idiot, and added the back to front image to his wood heater.

.20 lfgleéa KIR FTdzy ONBFliAy3a GKAy3Ia G K2YS 06 dz
his first painting. He was back in England again and was fascinated with castles having spent his early
childhood in Australia. He picked up a palette knife and was immersed in creating turrets on his castle
GKSY KAa NI (0SIFOKSNJ gl f1SR dzlJ 6 SKAYR KAY® ¢ .20
he was 13!l The teacher looked at Bob, then at the painting, and then back to Bob again. Her expressior
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to discourage him.



Featured/Artist Bob iHickiman
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corporate life and think that because they are fantastic in business they think that all they have to do i
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Bob will put his hand to anything and was even commissioned as one of four artists to create a gate f
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so when he was paid $1500 by a keen art buyer who wanted the gate for his veggie patch

. 2 Olaieat ventureis in association with 34 other artists to work on a project by Anne Rousanne Hoyn
Anne has given each of the artists a canvas measuring three feet square. She has then provided the

four natural ochres. There are strict instructions that the colours are not to be mixed, but other than that

the artists can create whatever they wish. The finished products will then be hung at Fish Creek Hote
Bob is not telling me what he is thinking®2 G KSNJ G KIFy AdG 62y QG 6S 62N
¢ it will be worth seeing

By LianéArna

b23S ¥ N the ochfed@venm igoh at The Fish Creek Hotel till the end of
June CalledThings of wood & storeMy piece 'Fishybusiness(pictured here) ,
is on display in the foyer at the hotel.

It inspired two of the workkve put in the Winter Solstice exhibitioBothlocal
hotels, both in the same limited range of 4 ochres .One is just across the @ad
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Art Almanac articléttp://www.art -almanac.com.au/2016/04/mandgunnoncewasnow-is/




